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OPINION

S'immons'Yoting ~e~ord
Is One of Independence

By Todd M.1~~oll , against tlu: House Republican lead-
Chler of Staff, Congressman ershipmorethan }tobSimmonS.'

RobSlml')lons ,Here iue" just a few of
In his oped,"Keepinc Tabs on' Congreumao Simmons' indepen-

Congress," Feb. 5. Mr. William, dent votes: ", ,', ' ,

Collins questions Congressman .Simnions Was one onUst {our
Rob Siminons' willingne!ls to buck Republicans to. oppose an 'seven

,thIS, Republican, Party in anti-environmental amCn~~t:s to'
Washington.. The official corigres- l~ienof spending bid;: ; ~< >~:' .
,ional rt!cordsays othcrwi51'.' . ',' ,.II!Simmon( was ,OD~ Of jUSt foUr.
" The rcspecteg and noh-parusaA"" Republh;ai1s to, oPPqSc considera-,

public'atiorl ,,'. Congressional, ~tio~ oU~giBlaticin thafui'ider-fund-
Quarterly 'Magazine ,recently "~d .tJ:1eihdi~ldua~~witliDisabilities,
ranked Simrn9n5 o.mong the iop 10' EducationAd (iDEA)., "

most independent Republicans in ," ~SPnm()DB 'was one of just six,
'"the . entire House of Republican ,to oppose cOnsidcra-

Representatives. The periodical, tion ofthcannualVeter!LnB' Affairs
which is .tbe most widely read vote- spen!iing bill. which wider-funded
tracking reference in Washington, veterans' healthcare. '.

concluded that 110t only was. Simmons was just one of 12
Simmons in the top 10, but Bo'were R.epubliclIIls to, oppose the presi-
fellow Connecticut Reps. Nancy denrs HeadStart educationbiU.
lOMSOD and Chris Share. ".Siinmons was one of 26

In standing up for Connectic'ut on Republicans 10 vote fOTan amend-
issues such as.environmentalpro- ment~in wouldhave thatwould,.
tection, education and veteran:!' have .liinited the Bushadministra-
healtholl,/'e,Simmo,DSvoted agaU)st tiOD'S effort to p~jvatize federal

. President Bush' more than 011 but jobs., ,

tWo Repubiican memoers. while .Siuunons wai,one of only IS
only seven Gap members voted Republicans to oppose public

school youche" in Washington,
DC. ' '.

"SimmoDS WiLSonc of only 33
&'publicans ,to VOtD,to increaSe
federal spendingon the National
Endowment for the Arts and the

National Endowment for., the
BwnanitiC8. " '

"'Simmons was one of only ,27
Republicans to, vote against: the
Singapore Free Trade Agreement.

.Sinunonll was one of only 14
Republican! to vote three times
against opening' up the Arctic
refuge to drilling.

.SimJDons was one of only 18
Rtpublicans to vote to increase
renewable alternative energy pro- '

grams.
Mr. Collins makes Ii good point -'

the public should be aware of the
votingrecordsof their elected rep-
resentatives. But it'll also important
that the public know all the factI>.
And the fi}ct is Congressman Rob
Sunmons, will continue to place
Connecticut's Second District
before party politics.


